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time when the Medici arose, Siena, for instance, was on a
level with Florence, but from that time forward could no
longer compete with her. While as regards politics it has been
remarked by Professor Langton Douglas30 that Siena,
hitherto equal in power to Florence, was left behind by the
latter, "owing to that faction-fighting which the Medici rule
made impossible in Florence " We see, therefore, that to
the very fact for which on behalf of Florence the Medici
have been condemned, other states have attributed all
Florence's greatness.